[Fibrous dysplasia of the rib. Ten case reports].
Fibrous dyplasia is a rare sporadic disease accounting for 0.8% of primary bone tumors. This benign pseudotumor results from proliferation of fibrous tissue in bone and the production of immature bone tissue without an osteoblastic crown. The disease can involve one or more bones, ribs are rarely involved. We report a series of 10 cases of costal fibrous dysplasia. This series of 10 cases was collected over a period of 10 years (1996-2005). There were five men and five women, mean age 38.4 years, range 27-52 years. One rib was involved in eight patients, two ribs in two. Pain was the most frequent symptom. Plain X-rays showed signs suggestive of fibrous dysplasia. To confirm the diagnosis, rib resection was performed in all ten patients. Pathology examination provided the diagnosis. The postoperative period was uneventful in all patients and all are recurrence free at mean 50 months follow-up. Management of fibrous dysplasia can be simple surveillance in the majority of patients. Nevertheless, in the event of a single focus, particularly in a rib, fibrous dysplasia can raise a difficult problem of differential diagnosis with malignant tumors. Surgical resection is therefore required in selected cases.